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Words for Music Perhaps 0 

Woman Young and Old 1/ 45 

Full Moon in March 0 

Last Poems 1/ 240 

Diagram 2. 
Rates of Occurrence for Oxymoron in Yeats’ Poems 

 
 
If synaesthesia in Yeats is especially noticeable in the early and the 

middle periods, oxymoron is more typical for the middle and late 
periods. It is hardly present in CROSSWAYS and THE ROSE and is quite 
rare in THE WIND AMONG THE REEDS and THE GREEN HELMET (occurs 
once in 240 and 260 lines) (Table 4). It occurs more frequently in 
Responsibilities (1/121), THE WILD SWANS AT COOLE (1/118), MICHAEL 
ROBARTES AND THE DANCER (1/103), The Winding Stair (1/124), WOMAN 
YOUNG AND OLD (1/45) (Diagram 2). One can speculate about this 
radical change in terms of the poet’s development of both his 
worldview and, as a result, his style. The twilight-vague ‘wandering 
stars’ of the early poems, the dim, misty, slow-moving meditative tone, 
much  in the style  of the fin-de-siècle  aesthetic fashion, is replaced  by  


















